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BIG STEP TOWARD A
ZERO-EMISSION FUTURE
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The Agency has unveiled a plan to transition its entire bus fleet to
a cleaner, greener technology over the next several years.
Under the proposal, which is being finalized and will be reviewed by the
Board of Directors next month, RTA’s 40-foot compressed natural gas (CNG)
buses would be phased out and replaced by hydrogen fuel-cell electric
buses. Smaller buses and trolleys, currently powered by CNG and unleaded
gas, would also go zero emission when the federally approved technology
is available. RTA’s fleet is comprised of roughly 225 buses. Unlike buses that
run on fossil fuels, a hydrogen fuel-cell electric bus is powered by oxygen
and hydrogen. A fuel cell combines hydrogen and oxygen to produce
electricity, heat and water. Similar to batteries, the fuel cells convert the
energy produced by a chemical reaction into usable electric power.
The move to hydrogen fuel-cell technology is estimated to begin in phases
in 2026, and funding options for both the vehicles and the fueling stations
are currently being explored. The California Air Resources Board (CARB)
has set a goal that requires all large public transit agencies to transition to a
zero-emission fleet by 2040. Other zero-emission options such as batteryelectric buses were eliminated after an extensive study determined that
range limitations would hinder RTA’s ability to provide service to the
over 2,500 square miles of western Riverside County. RTA’s rollout plan
is intended to be a living document that can be changed over time as
technology evolves. If ratified by the Board of Directors next month, the
plan would be forwarded to CARB for final approval.

WHAT’S happening
RTA TO upgrade BUS SHELTERS
Upgrades are coming to bus stops across
Riverside County. The new-and-improved stops
will have a sleeker look, provide shade, route
information, bench seating, and come equipped
with solar-powered lighting. In all, 14 new shelters
are expected to be modernized in places like
Beaumont, Corona, Hemet, Jurupa Valley, Moreno
Valley, Riverside, San Jacinto and Temecula.
The project is part of an ongoing effort to beautify
stops systemwide and fulfill our commitment
to providing a world-class experience for our
customers. Last year, RTA installed 16 shelters,
refurbished 20 other shelters, and introduced
digital kiosks with real-time arrival times at the
Corona Transit Center and Perris Station
Transit Center.

Audit Gives RTA High Marks

Holiday Service
RTA wishes you a wonderful holiday
filled with the warmth and happiness
of the season. On Thanksgiving
Day (November 26), Christmas Day
(December 25) and New Year’s Day
(January 1), RTA buses will not operate,
the Customer Information Center and
administrative offices will be closed.

Continuing a tradition of stellar
audits, an independent accounting
firm that reviewed RTA’s financial
activities for Fiscal Year 2020 (July
2019 through June 2020) concluded
that the Agency is making efficient
use of its funds and following
proper accounting procedures. The
audit gave RTA an unmodified, or
clean, opinion, which essentially
is the highest level of assurance
an audit can give members of the
public that the Agency is making
good use of taxpayer dollars. It
also determined that RTA’s farebox
ratio of 20 percent not only met
but exceeded the state’s minimum
farebox recovery ratio.
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