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COLLEGE STUDENTS AND
YOUTH TO RIDE FOR FREE
College students and area youth will soon be able to ride the bus for free.
The RTA Board of Directors has approved a plan that grants free rides to any
youth 18 and under as well as students at Cal Baptist University, La Sierra
University, Moreno Valley College, Mt. San Jacinto College, Norco College,
Riverside City College and UC Riverside. The program, which is funded by
a state grant, begins August 1 and is expected to last until next July. RTA
officials are hopeful the free rides will propel declining ridership that has been
caused by the coronavirus pandemic. The free rides are also designed to raise
awareness and remind students and parents that public transportation is an
available option for their transportation needs. Long-term, the promotion
is a way to establish continued bus ridership among students. A free-ride
program that includes both college students and area youth has been a
longtime goal for RTA Chair Bridgette Moore. “As the state moves toward a
new normalcy and more people begin riding public transportation, we are
optimistic that these free rides will go a long way in generating interest and
excitement among our youngest customers,” Moore said. To ride, students
at participating colleges will use a free mobile ticketing app. Youth 18 and
under will need to show valid ID to the driver. Once aboard, they can ride
anywhere RTA buses go, anytime they operate.

WHAT’S happening
Vine Street Mobility Hub Workshop Is Now Open
Given the importance of social distancing during these challenging times,
RTA is holding its next public workshop on the proposed Vine Street
Mobility Hub Conceptual Plan online. The virtual workshop, which runs
June 25-30, is our second such event on the mobility hub planned near
downtown Riverside across form the Riverside-Downtown Metrolink
Station. The workshop is a great way for members of the public and
stakeholders to learn more about this significant project, provide feedback,
and get updates from the first workshop held in February. The workshop
focuses on station elements, project schedule, concepts and designs, and much more. The workshop can be accessed
at vinestmobilityhub.com.

RTA Testing Barriers to Protect Drivers
RTA coach operators will soon drive behind a protective
barrier as part of coronavirus pandemic safety measure
designed to protect buses drivers and customers.
The option is being tested on a handful of buses in the
system and RTA will expand the clear barriers to all buses
in the near future. The barrier — which is made of the highly
durable and scratch resistant material, polycarbonate
— is designed to protect drivers and customers from the
coronavirus. Since March, RTA has cordoned off the fronts
of all 40-foot buses with chains and required customers
to enter and exit from the rear doors as a way to minimize
contact between the driver and customers. RTA expects
ridership to gradually increase and customers to begin
boarding at the front of the bus, where they can pay at
the farebox.

Service Resumes for Route 50
(Jury Trolley)
Service has resumed for Route 50. The trolley will operate
Monday through Thursday. No service on Fridays, weekends
or holidays. Visit RiversideTransit.com for current map and
schedule or contact Customer Information Center for travel
assistance.

Buses Will Not Operate on July 4
On Independence Day, Saturday,
July 4, RTA buses will not operate.
The Customer Information Center
and RTA’s administrative offices
will be closed. Bus service resumes
Sunday, July 5.

Making Safety a Number One Priority
RTA has taken strong steps to maintain service and public safety during the coronavirus pandemic, including
routinely disinfecting buses, rear door boardings, requiring employees and customers to wear masks and practice
social distancing while onboard. This month, the Agency released an updated set of safety guidelines that appear
inside bus as well as at transit centers across the region. Thanks to all our customers for their patience as we work
together during this challenging time to maintain a healthy environment aboard every vehicle in our fleet.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Travel only for essential purposes.
Keep at least six feet away from other riders and drivers.
Be sure to wear a face cover.
Go touch-free. Buy your next bus pass using the Token Transit app.
You may verbally request your stop as it approaches instead of pushing the stop request signal.
Whenever possible, board and exit from the rear doors.
Practice frequent handwashing and use hand sanitizer.
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