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BOARD ADOPTS BUDGET,
SHORT RANGE TRANSIT PLAN
On May 28, the RTA Board of Directors approved the Agency’s FY21
budget and FY21-23 Short Range Transit Plan (SRTP). Due to declining
ridership that resulted from the coronavirus pandemic, the Agency’s
FY21 budget and SRTP assumes a 61 percent decrease in ridership
and 41 percent drop in revenue service hours compared to last
fiscal year. For those reasons, the $82.3 million operating budget is
11 percent lower than FY20 and the $2.6 million capital budget is 94 percent
lower. The capital budget’s drop is mostly due to a decision to delay the
purchase of new buses. Regarding the operations budget, many of the
service improvements implemented and planned during FY20 are currently
suspended and bus operations, with few exceptions, have been constricted
to Sunday-level service. The reduced service is expected to last through
FY21 or until revenue losses and ridership declines improve enough to
warrant increased service. Reduced service will mean the postponement
of the new Route 4 in Corona, Norco and Eastvale. Other adjustments
prompted by low ridership include the elimination of routes 26 and 210,
the removal of the west loop of Route 30, reduced weekend service for
Route 40, the postponement of trolley routes 51 and 55 until schools resume,
and the elimination of low-performing trips systemwide. Dial A Ride will
continue normal service.

WHAT’S happening
RTA to Purchase Electric Vehicles
RTA’s next generation of support vehicles will run on electricity rather
than unleaded gas. The RTA Board of Directors has approved a plan
to purchase 12 battery electric support vehicles, which will mostly be
used by coach operators to relieve other operators while on route. The
Agency currently has 38 support vehicles that run on unleaded fuel.
Those vehicles are expected to be phased out over time and replaced
by electric vehicles, which are cleaner and cost less to operate and
maintain. In a related move, the Agency is moving forward with plans to install charging stations at RTA’s Riverside
and Hemet facilities to support this transition.

Bus Shelter Upgrades
Several bus stops across the service area are getting a facelift. Beginning
this month and into June, we will enhance 29 bus stops in Canyon Lake,
Hemet, Lake Elsinore, Moreno Valley, Murrieta, Perris, Riverside and
San Jacinto. The upgrades include new shelters, benches and trash
receptacles.

Holiday Service
Amid declining ridership triggered by the coronavirus pandemic, RTA will not operate bus service on major holidays.
The Agency had operated seven days a week, 365 days a year. But with a need to be fiscally responsible and provide
only essential service, RTA has moved to service akin to a Sunday schedule and buses will not run on major holidays
including Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, New Year’s Day and Memorial Day.

RTA Delivering Meals to Homebound Seniors
During this pandemic, RTA is doing more than just driving customers to
essential destinations. The Agency is also delivering meals and groceries
to homebound seniors and people with disabilities throughout Riverside
and San Bernardino counties. As part of the campaign, RTA is working
with Feeding America and Family Services Association to deliver food
aboard our Dial-A-Ride vans to people who cannot leave their homes.
RTA employees are also assisting at the Moreno Valley Senior Center to
prepare meals for pick-up and delivery. Since the program began on
April 15, RTA has worked more than 480 hours, providing more than
12,500 meals and nearly 300 bags of groceries.
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