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RECORD NUMBER OF
YOUTH RIDING THE BUS
Summer and winter breaks aren’t usually a strong time for
youth bus ridership. After all, it’s vacation and students
generally aren’t relying on the bus to get to school or even
around town. Not at RTA! A popular promotion that offers
quarter rides during summer and winter breaks is pushing
youth ridership to new levels. A new report shows RTA buses
carried a record 214,000 youth boardings during Fiscal Year 19,
which was July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019. That’s a 10 percent
increase compared to last year, and 25 percent higher than two
years ago. As part of the promotion, RTA is encouraging youths
in grades 1-12 to ride the bus to popular places like the beach,
shopping centers, Disneyland, Angel Stadium and a spectrum
of entertainment destinations. This summer, RTA’s quarter-ride
promotion is off to a fast start with 51,000 youth boardings
during the first month. The special rate continues through
September 2. The increased youth ridership is reflective of
RTA’s overall ridership, which grew to 8.7 million boardings in
FY19, up 1.4 percent compared to the previous year.

WHAT’S happening
1
Flag Bus History Runs Deep
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It’s no mistake that RTA’s buses are red, white and blue.
After all, those colors couldn’t be more patriotic given
that the Agency was practically born on our nation’s
bicentennial. Back in 2001, shortly after the September 11
terrorist attacks, when patriotism was at a fever pitch and
American flags were planted in lawns, hung from roofs
and unfurled from the tops of buildings, the RTA Board of
Directors decided to fly its own flag on the side of a couple
of buses. The move was an immediate hit on the streets. The patriotic bus wrap was a small —
but hugely effective — way to show solidarity with a country shaken by the 9/11 attacks. Many
things have changed since 2001, but the flag buses remain in the fleet and continue to serve as a
reminder of RTA’s dedication to the victims and first responders who made the ultimate sacrifice
at ground zero, to our country and to the men and women who defend it.

Route and Schedule Changes
Coming September 8
On September 8, the Riverside Transit Agency will make
several schedule and route changes to boost performance,
enhance connections and expand service into new areas.
Some of the highlights include more frequency on routes
1, 13, 14 and 22; additional trips on routes 19 and 28; and
expanded service on Route 12 to Corona Hills Plaza and
Route 79 to MSJC-San Jacinto. In addition, some trips will be eliminated due to low ridership.
Look for a service change guide on buses mid-August and new ride guides in late August.

Beach Bus Now Rolling
It’s easy to reach the beach thanks to expanded summer
service on CommuterLink Express Route 202. The route
is now providing extra weekday and weekend trips from
Murrieta and Temecula to the Oceanside Transit Center
through September 2. See Ride Guide Page 196 for details.
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Talent Runs in this Coach Operator’s Family
Damon Farrell may be one of RTA’s most talented drivers. Since Damon arrived four years
ago, he’s been recognized for perfect attendance, safe driving and earned the praise of his
passengers and supervisors alike. Looks like talent runs in the family. Many people may not
know that his daughter, Charisma, is an All-American center in basketball. This year, she was
selected The Los Angeles Times’ Player of the Year for the third consecutive season and is
ranked by one recruiting group as the 10th best player in the nation. During her four years at
Windward High School in Los Angeles, she led her team to three consecutive Southern Section
Open Division championships. Last year, Charisma represented the United States in the FIBA
Women’s Basketball World Cup where her team defeated France to earn a gold medal. Next year,
she will be scoring, rebounding, making steals, playing defense, shooting three-pointers and
leading the UCLA Bruins to victory. Congrats, Damon! And good luck to your daughter!

College Student Ridership on the Rise
Thanks to the Go-Pass and U-Pass programs, a growing number of
students at Cal Baptist University, La Sierra University, Moreno Valley
College, Mt. San Jacinto College, Norco College, Riverside City College
and UC Riverside get unlimited rides on RTA buses. A new study shows
RTA buses logged 1.4 million student boardings during FY19, up six
percent compared to the previous year. The gains can be attributed to
several factors, including expanded service, better frequency and later
evening service. To ride, students simply swipe their college ID and
enjoy rides anywhere RTA buses go, anytime they operate.

RTA to Operate Sunday Service on Labor Day
RTA buses will operate on a Sunday schedule on Labor Day, Monday, September 2. The
Customer Information Center will be open and RTA’s Administrative Offices will be closed.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS
NEXT RTA BOARD MEETING | RTA’s Board of Directors will not meet in August. The next meeting is
September 26 at 2 p.m. at the County Administration Center, 4080 Lemon St., First Floor in Riverside.

Destinations

RIVERSIDE CONVENTION CENTER. Completely transformed
in 2014, the new Riverside Convention Center has made
a grand return with an expanded exhibit hall, additional
ballrooms and meeting rooms, a new kitchen, and a host
of other amenities. It now boasts more than 65,000 square
feet of usable indoor meeting space, upper and lower
concourses, and an outdoor events plaza with nearly 9,500
square feet of rentable space. The center is located in
downtown Riverside. Check out riversidecvb.com for details.
SERVED BY GOLD LINE and ROUTES 1, 10, 12, 14, 15, 22,
29, 49, 54, 200, 204, 208 and 210.

CORONA CITY PARK. Summer’s in full swing and there’s
no better way to beat the heat than at Corona City Park.
The 20-acre park, at 930 E. 6th Street, has plenty of things
there to keep visitors busy all summer long. Perhaps best of
all, you can get there by bus! Amenities include barbecues,
basketball and volleyball courts, a horseshoe pit, picnic area
and playground, skate park and a soccer field. And if you’re
looking for a great spot to take a dip, the park has a great
public pool. Get more details at coronaca.gov. SERVED BY
ROUTE 1.

VERNOLA MARKETPLACE. One of the fastest-growing
shopping centers in the area, the Vernola Marketplace has
something for everyone. Located just off Interstate 15 in
Jurupa Valley, the 387,000-square-foot community center
is anchored by Lowe’s, Michael’s, Bed Bath & Beyond, Ross
Dress for Less, and Petco. Other retailers include Home
Depot, Target, Kohl’s, Best Buy, Vons, Petsmart, Staples,
TJ Maxx, Sport Chalet and Party City. SERVED BY ROUTES 3
AND 29.

ROCK FITNESS. Rock Fitness is the largest rock gym in
the Temecula Valley. Established in 2012, the gym features
10,000 square feet of rock climbing including top-rope,
crack, lead climbing and bouldering! It also has basketball
and volleyball courts, and a full gym of cardio equipment
and weights, plus plenty of food and drinks. The gym is
located at 24305 Prielipp Road in Wildomar. Learn more at
rockfitnessgym.com. SERVED BY ROUTE 23.
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