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Youth Riders Boost Bus
Ridership this Summer
RTA has enjoyed a summer of strong ridership, and
two consecutive months of increases, thanks partly to
RapidLink’s growing popularity and a promotion that got
an unprecedented number of young riders on the bus.
August boardings totaled 735,000, a three percent increase
compared to the same month a year ago. July ridership was
also positive with more than 630,000 boardings, an increase
of two percent compared to the previous year. The gains
can be attributed to several factors, including gains in youth
ridership following a promotional 25 cent fare. During the
promotion, which was between June 1 and September 3,
RTA buses carried a record 190,000 youth boardings. That’s
10 percent higher than the same three-month period last
year. Another contributing factor is the rise of RapidLink
express service between Corona and Riverside. RapidLink
ridership this August was the highest of the year at 13,049
boardings. Other factors driving the increase strong ridership
on CommuterLink Route 200 which serves Disneyland, rising
gas prices, good weather, enhanced bus frequency and
expanded hours of operation.

WHAT’S happening
1

More La Sierra Students Getting Free Bus Rides
Students at Riverside’s La Sierra University have more reasons than
ever to ride the bus. That’s because RTA has extended its ongoing
partnership with the school to provide free, unlimited bus rides to
students who show their college ID’s. During the upcoming school year,
RTA buses are expected to carry more than 5,000 La Sierra University
student boardings. The U-Pass program, which is paid for by the
university, is modeled after the successful programs at UC Riverside and
Cal Baptist University. RTA also offers unlimited rides to students at Moreno Valley College,
Mt. San Jacinto College, Norco College and Riverside City College.
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Driver Earns Hero Award
During their September meeting, the RTA Board of Directors gave Coach
Operator Ida Castillo a Hero Award for a job well done. Ida was praised for
recently reuniting a runaway teen with her family — another example of
how bus drivers do more than move people from place to place. Over the
past two years, RTA bus drivers have helped find more than 40 missing
persons and nearly 100 teens in crisis.

Catch a Ride to the Southern California Fair
From October 6-14, the Route 19F will connect the Perris Station Transit Center with the Lake Perris
Fairgrounds, providing daily service to the fairgrounds for exhibits, entertainment, carnival rides and
delicious food. While you’re there, be sure to check out the RTA bus on display and plug into our free
Wi-Fi and USB chargers. Details in Ride Guide Page 98.

Clean Air Day is October 3
RTA recognizes the importance of clean air to our communities
and our economy. That’s why we are proud to support California
Clean Air Day on October 3 and thank our customers for doing their
part by riding our eco-friendly buses.
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Catch Some Dance Aboard the Trolley
Get a unique experience aboard an RTA trolley on Saturday, October 13 when Trolley Dances
Riverside returns with site-specific dancing around Riverside. Tickets are $20 and include all
performances and a trolley pass. Discounts available for students and seniors. Tours run every hour
from 11 a.m. till 4 p.m. and start at Arlington High School in Riverside. For details and to purchase
tickets, visit TrolleyDancesRiverside.com.

RTA Trolley to Host Spooky Stories During Ghost Walk
Ghost Walk is back for another year. The guided walking tour of
downtown Riverside’s oldest and most historic buildings features noted
storytellers who thrill the audience with haunted tales. Climb aboard
RTA’s trolley, where stories will be presented to the delight of young and
old. Ghost Walk Riverside tours begin at the Main Street Pedestrian Mall
October 26-27 from 6 p.m. till 10 p.m. For information, call (951) 787-7850.

RapidLink Hours Changed
RTA has adjusted the operating hours for RapidLink Gold Line, an
express route between Corona and UC Riverside. Morning service is
now from 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. and afternoons are 1:30 p.m. to 5:30
p.m. General fares are $1.50 per ride — the same as other routes with
discounts available for seniors, disabled customers and veterans.

Destination: Weekend
RTA now has Saturday and Sunday service on routes 30, 31, 33, 42,
61, 74 and 79, which serve the cities of Banning, Beaumont, Hemet,
Menifee, Moreno Valley, Murrieta, Perris, San Jacinto and Temecula.
That means roughly two-thirds of RTA’s 47 routes now operate seven
days a week, giving you more freedom than ever to travel to your
favorite weekend destinations.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS

Next Board Meeting is October 25. The meeting will begin at 2 p.m. at the County Administration Center,
4080 Lemon St., First Floor in Riverside.

Destinations
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FAIR: Whether it’s the livestock,
the rides, the crafts, the food or the live entertainment,
the annual Southern California Fair promises fun for the
entire family. The fair opens Saturday, Oct. 6, at the Lake
Perris Fairgrounds and runs through Sunday, Oct. 14.
There is live music on weekday evenings, monster truck
shows on weekend afternoons, and many other events
through the week. Skip the hassle of parking by riding
RTA’s Route 19F, which connects the fairgrounds with
the Perris Station Transit Center. Fair admission is $8
for adults 12 and older, $4 for children 5 to 11, and free
for younger children. Get more details at socalfair.com.
SERVED BY ROUTE 19F.

PROMENADE TEMECULA: Temecula’s premier location
for entertainment and shopping. The distinctive, indooroutdoor lifestyle layout includes more than 170 specialty
shops and sought-after stores. Young adult favorites
include Pac Sun, Tilly’s and many more. From the latest
technology at The Apple Store and the new concept Disney
Store to the timeless pieces at Coach, shoppers find a
variety of brands, styles and current trends. Shopping
at Promenade Temecula also provides the opportunity
to dine at a variety of popular restaurants. Check out
promenadetemecula.com for more information. SERVED
BY ROUTES 23, 24, 55, 61, 79, 202, 205, 206, 208 and 217.

PERRIS SENIOR CENTER: The City of Perris has a
dedicated senior center that supports activities for senior
citizens including recreation, activities, trips and much
more. The center also serves meals Monday through
Thursday, 11 am to 12 noon. Call (951) 247-1667 to make a
reservation. Visit cityofperris.org/residents/senior-center.
html for details. SERVED BY ROUTES 9, 19, 22, 27, 30, 61,
74, 208 and 212.

TAHQUITZ HIGH SCHOOL: RTA is now serving Tahquitz
High School! Established in August 2007, Tahquitz is a
public high school of approximately 1,600 students on the
northwestern side of Hemet and is operated by the Hemet
Unified School District. We are proud to be the travel mode
of choice for the Titans! Learn more about the school at
tahquitzhs.org. SERVED BY ROUTE 33.
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