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Nearly one year after its launch, RapidLink buses are poised to get
a lot of new customers. That’s because RTA is asking customers
to take a free ride on RapidLink
UCR
this summer from July 1 through
UNIVERSITY & IOWA
September 3. The route provides
UNIVERSITY & CHICAGO
weekday express service between
UNIVERSITY & LEMON
UC Riverside and Corona with buses
departing every 15 minutes during
MARKET & 11th/12th
peak commuting hours.
RIVERSIDE CITY COLLEGE
RIVERSIDE PLAZA

This summer, RTA is waiving the
$1.50 general fare so customers
can get unlimited free rides on the
premium route which comes with its
own brand of buses and stops, and
serves 14 locations along Magnolia
and University avenues.

CAL BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
GALLERIA AT TYLER
KAISER MEDICAL CENTER
MAGNOLIA & LA SIERRA
MAGNOLIA & McKINLEY
SIXTH & BELLE
CORONA TRANSIT CENTER

WHAT’S happening
1

HERO BUS DRIVER FINDS SAFE PLACE FOR RUNAWAY TEEN
An RTA coach operator is being praised for reuniting a runaway teen
with her family — another example of how bus drivers do more than
move people from place to place. It was evening when Ida Castillo
stopped her Route 3 bus in Eastvale and welcomed aboard a young
girl who said she needed a lift somewhere far away. The teen looked
distressed and without a purse or bags, she wasn’t exactly prepared
for travel. Knowing something wasn’t quite right, the driver talked
to the girl and quickly learned that she had run away from home.
“I’m a mother and grandmother and I didn’t like the idea of her
wandering around out there in the dark all alone,” Ida said. “I was
reassuring to her, and offered her water and food out of my own
lunch pail. All I could think about was keeping this girl safe.” Thanks
to Ida’s quick thinking, the girl remained safe on the bus until police
arrived and were able to reunite the 12-year-old girl with her worried
family. Fact is, bus drivers do much more than just get people to their
destinations. Over the past two years, RTA bus drivers have helped
find more than 40 missing persons and nearly 100 teens in crisis. As
for bus drivers like Ida Castillo, it’s all part of the job. “We pay a lot
of attention to our customers and we’re always on the lookout for
people in need,” she said. “A little humanity and concern can go a
long way.”
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Work Begins on Temecula’s promenade mall Transit Hub
Plans to build a transit hub at Temecula’s Promenade Mall took a big step forward on June 12 when
crews began construction on the project which will increase the number of shelters and benches
and add improved lighting and sidewalk upgrades. As crews continue work on the new transit hub,
which is expected to open in early 2019, buses will serve temporary stops near Lucille’s Smokehouse
Barbeque (routes 55 and 79) and at the intersection of Ring Road and General Kearny Road (routes
202, 205, 206, 208 and 217).
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Students Ride for 25 Cents this summer
This summer, students ride the bus for just a quarter. Through
September 3, students in grades 1-12 ride for just 25 cents.
Simply flash your valid school ID, and ride for a quarter to the
movies, the mall, the beach — anywhere RTA buses go, anytime
we operate. Don’t have a school ID? RTA also accepts valid
driver’s licenses, RTA Youth IDs, or any state-issued ID showing
the student is under 19 years old.

UC Riverside Students Will Continue to Ride for Free
Thousands of UC Riverside students will continue to ride the bus at no cost thanks to a Board
decision in June to extend the popular U-Pass program for another year. The program, which is
funded by the college, allows UC Riverside students, staff and faculty to use their school ID cards to
ride RTA buses at no cost. The program is expected to generate 481,000 boardings during FY19.
Launched in 2006, the partnership between RTA and UC Riverside was the first of its kind in the
area. It would later become a catalyst for similar programs with other area colleges and universities.
Today, the student ride program includes seven colleges — Cal Baptist University, La Sierra
University, Moreno Valley College, Mt. San Jacinto College, Norco College, Riverside City College
and UC Riverside.

Independence Day Schedule
On Wednesday, July 4, buses will operate on a Sunday
schedule, the Customer Information Center will be open from
8 a.m. to 10 p.m. and administrative offices will be closed.
Administrative offices will close at noon on July 3.

Catch the Beach Bus to the Surf and
Sand of Oceanside
It’s easy to reach the beach thanks to expanded summer
service on CommuterLink Route 202. The express route is now
providing extra weekday and weekend trips from Murrieta and
Temecula to the Oceanside Transit Center through September
3. Students ride for a quarter, and general cost is $3 with
discounts for seniors, disabled customers and veterans.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS

On Thursday, July 26 at 2 p.m., RTA’s Board of Directors will hold its monthly meeting at the County
Administrative Center, 4080 Lemon St. First Floor, in Riverside.

Destinations
HEMET VALLEY MALL . The Hemet Valley Mall has been a
shopping destination for nearly 30 years. The 250,000-squarefoot mall is anchored by J.C. Penney, Sears and Hobby Lobby,
with a great mix of national, regional and local tenants. Getting
to the mall is easy with RTA. In fact, RTA offers direct service
as well as connections with several bus routes at this popular
shopping, dining and entertainment destination. Get more
information at thehemetvalleymall.com. SERVED BY ROUTES
27, 31, 32, 33, 42, 74, 79, 212 AND 217.

MISSION GROVE SHOPPING CENTER. Located at the
intersection of Alessandro Blvd. and Trautwein Rd., Mission
Grove Shopping Center is a 70-acre open air shopping center
that opened in 1991. Since then, the center has grown and
has attracted major retailers. Customers can enjoy a movie at
Mission Grove Luxury+ Galaxy Theatres, exercise at LA Fitness,
shop at Stein Mart, K-Mart, Sprouts or BevMo!, or dine at Ohana
Sushi, Cactus Cantina, Romano’s, Gra-Pow, Chili’s or IHOP.
Get details at missiongroveshoppingcenter.com. SERVED BY
ROUTES 20, 22 AND 26.

ESTUDILLO MANSION. Built in 1884 by Francisco Estudillo, Jr.,
the San Jacinto residence is all that remains of a 35,000 acre
Mexican land grant given to his father in 1842. After passing
through many owners, the mansion was purchased by the
County of Riverside in 1992, and finally was turned over to the
City of San Jacinto in 1998. The residence graces the grounds
of Francisco Estudillo Heritage Park which is the site of citysponsored events when it is often open for tours. The San
Jacinto Museum and grounds are open Friday – Sunday 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Learn more at visitsanjacintovalley.com. SERVED BY
ROUTES 31 AND 42.

PERRIS STATION TRANSIT CENTER. One of the biggest transit
hubs in the area, the Perris Station Transit Center is located in the
heart of downtown Perris and provides easy access to Metrolink
trains, RTA buses and park-and-ride facilities. The center opened
in 2010 and was developed with a train theme honoring Disney
artist and rail enthusiast Ward Kimball. The world-class facility
has eight bus bays. The center handles seven of RTA’s fixed-routes
and Dial-A-Ride vehicles, which amounts to more than 1,000
passengers per weekday. SERVED BY ROUTES 19, 22, 27, 30, 74,
208 AND 212, AS WELL AS METROLINK’S 91/PERRIS VALLEY
LINE.

