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Community Meetings Planned for
Route and schedule Changes
RTA has proposed a spectrum of route changes that will take
effect during 2018 and 2019. We’re boosting weekend service,
cutting unproductive trips, adding stops to popular destinations
and expanding our hours. We’re even planning to add late night
service to Disneyland and service to the Ontario Airport. It’s all
part of our effort to meet the ever-changing needs of our valued
customers, evolve with our growing communities, and prepare
for a future full of possibilities.
Customer feedback is important to us. That’s why RTA is holding
community meetings March 26-31 to allow members of the public
to comment on the proposed changes before they are presented
to the RTA Board of Directors for consideration on May 24.
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Meeting details can be found at riversidetransit.com
or by calling (951) 565-5002. A brochure detailing the changes
will be available on board buses and online by March 5.

WHAT’S happening
1
Bus Ridership Climbs Four Percent

RTA’s ridership during 2018 is off to an auspicious start with
January boardings totaling 655,600, a four percent increase
compared to the same month a year ago. Thanks partly to
strong ridership on the new CommuterLink Route 200, which
serves Disneyland, ridership on CommuterLink express routes
as a whole was up 14 percent. Many factors could be driving the
increase, including rising gas prices, good weather, enhanced bus
service and more college students riding as part of the U-Pass
and Go-Pass programs.
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Board Recognizes Marion Ashley for His Service
During their February 22 meeting, the RTA Board of Directors recognized District 5
County Supervisor Marion Ashley for his 15 years of service. Some of Ashley’s biggest
accomplishments came when he helped pull RTA from the financial challenges
caused by the recession.
During Ashley’s tenure, the Agency saw the first wave of new CNG buses hit the
streets, and the launch of the award-winning Travel Training program, which
continues to teach an entire generation of senior and disabled customers how to
travel independently on our buses. Ashley was also instrumental in expanding
service in his district, returning bus service on holidays, rolling out a discounted pass
for veterans and extending operating hours in the Customer Information Center.

Bus Shelters to Get Upgrades
This spring, RTA is pleased to announce the enhancement of 24
bus shelters in Eastvale, Hemet, Jurupa Valley, Lake Elsinore,
Moreno Valley, Murrieta, Norco, Perris, Riverside, Temecula,
Wildomar, and Winchester. From March through June, these
shelters will remain in service while crews renovate them with a
fresh new look.
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RapidLink Rides are Just $1.50
Have you tried RapidLink yet? With comfort, style and reliability, RapidLink Gold Line provides weekday
express service between UC Riverside and Corona with buses departing every 15 minutes during peak
commuting hours. The general cost to ride is $1.50, the same as other RTA local bus routes, and all RTA
passes are accepted as well as U-Pass, Go-Pass and City Pass. RapidLink comes with its own brand of buses
and stops, and serves 14 locations along Magnolia and University avenues.

RTA Awards Fuel Contract to GHI Energy
An RTA campaign launched nearly six years ago to save
the Agency gas money is paying off. The Fuel Task Force
Committee, which began in 2012 and was spearheaded by
former RTA Board member and San Jacinto City Councilman
Andrew Kotyuk along with current Board members County
Supervisor Marion Ashley, Jeff Comerchero and Ike Bootsma
cleared the path for how business is done at RTA when it
comes to purchasing natural gas; participating in state and
federal fuel credit programs; and working with a private
contractor to manage the entire operation. One of the biggest
accomplishments of the committee was the decision in 2013
to purchase gas from an alternative fuel source instead of
the public utility, the Agency’s fuel provider since the early
1990s. The move to GHI Energy, a Houston-based business
that purchases and sells energy-related credits and petroleum
products, helped RTA save approximately $3 million over the
past four and a half years. The savings amounts to roughly
$600,000 annually saved for taxpayers in fuel costs, allowing
the Agency to keep fares low and invest in existing services.
This week, RTA’s Board of Directors unanimously approved a
three-year agreement with GHI Energy to continue managing
the Agency’s fuel program. The new agreement is expected to
save the Agency even more money moving forward.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS
NEXT BOARD MEETING IS THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2018 AT 2 P.M. RTA’s Board of Directors will hold its monthly
meeting at RTA Headquarters, 1825 Third Street in Riverside.
NEXT ADA MEETING IS MONDAY, MARCH 12, 2018 AT 10 A.M. The next Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
meeting will be at RTA’s Hemet Facility, 700 Scaramella Circle. The meeting will address various subjects related
to the paratransit and fixed-route bus service in western Riverside County.

Destinations

HERITAGE HOUSE is an elegant reminder of the affluent homes
which once graced Magnolia Avenue. Originally built in 1892
and owned by Catherine Bettner, it is a Queen Anne style home
where Mrs. Bettner resided until 1928. Owned now by the
Riverside Metropolitan Museum, the two-story Victorian house
museum depicts life in turn-of-the century Riverside. Heritage
House, nominated to the National Register of Historic Places
in 1973, serves as a fine example and reminder of Riverside’s
prosperity as a citrus empire at the turn of the twentieth
century. Learn more at riversideca.gov/museum/heritagehouse.
SERVED BY RAPIDLINK GOLD LINE AND ROUTE 1.

JURUPA MOUNTAINS DISCOVERY CENTER. Founded in 1964
by a group of local philanthropists and scientists, the center is
probably most recognizable by the giant mammoth sculpture on
the hills over the property. But there’s plenty more to see. The
center’s Earth Science Museum features specimens of rocks and
fossils from around the world, a mining display and fluorescent
mineral display. The museum also boasts one of the largest
collections of dinosaur eggs. The cactus and succulent garden on
grounds is over 50 years old. There is also an iris garden featuring
plants and trees mentioned in the Bible. It is open to the public.
Get more information at jmdc.org. SERVED BY ROUTE 49.

BRUNSWICK ZONE BOWLING ALLEY. When it’s time to play,
roll this way! Head to Brunswick Zone Moreno Valley for
the interactive entertainment, enjoy 40 lanes of bowling,
exhilarating arcade games, billiards, and an on-site pro
shop where you can get all the latest gear. From birthdays to
anniversary parties, reunions, and corporate events, Brunswick
Zone Moreno Valley Lanes is the ideal destination for every
celebration. Experience a bowling-inspired get-together that
makes everyone happy. Get details at bowlbrunswick.com.
SERVED BY ROUTES 11, 19, 31.

MT. SAN JACINTO COLLEGE is home to more than 16,000
students, all of whom get unlimited RTA bus rides with their
college IDs. The college enrolled its first students in the fall
of 1963. Locations are in Banning, Menifee, San Jacinto and
Temecula, where students can take courses and programs
that satisfy transfer requirements to four-year colleges and
universities. In recent years, a strong population surge, has given
MSJC the distinction of having the highest rate of enrollment
increase of all 111 California community colleges. Learn more at
www.msjc.edu. SERVED BY ROUTES 31, 32, 61, 74, 212, 217.

