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THARANGA JAYASINGHE IS RTA’S TOP COWBOY
Jayasinghe is RTA’s top cowboy after dominating the competition during
the Agency’s 2017 Bus Roadeo. The coach operator’s driving skills earned
him a first-place victory at the annual contest October 21 at the Agency’s
Hemet facility. The win gave Jayasinghe his first crown and a chance to
represent the Agency at regional and national contests. Jayasinghe, who
has worked with RTA for three years, currently drives routes 10, 18, 27 as
well as RapidLink Gold Line. He will represent RTA at the American Public
Transportation Association’s International Bus Roadeo next spring in Tampa,
Florida. He has big shoes to fill. Last year’s winner, Kyle Jones, ended up
taking a first-place victory at the international contest. During that contest,
Jones competed against drivers from transit agencies across the United
States and Canada, giving RTA its first international victory in 40 years. During
the recent event, Jayasinghe and other drivers steered their 30,000-pound,
40-foot machines through a timed serpentine obstacle course of cones,
sharp turns and challenging back-ups. In the Coach Operator Division, Walter
Aguirre and Yolanda Martinez took second and third place, respectively. In the
Maintenance Division, Ignacio Sanchez and Raymond Mancera took first and
second place, respectively. In the Administration Division, Jessica Adams took
first place. The contest also featured several RTA Board members, the fastest
of which was Barry Busch, who represents the County of Riverside District V.
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RTA to Host Annual California Transit
Association Fall Conference in Riverside

RTA is proud to host the California Transit Association’s 52nd
Annual Fall Conference & Expo, taking place November 8-10 at the
Riverside Convention Center. The event will bring together some of
the greatest minds in public transportation to explore new business
opportunities, blaze new paths in customer service, and push the
boundaries of what’s possible in technology and innovation. The
three-day event will feature presentations from industry experts on
today’s pressing transit challenges and solutions being implemented
by innovative transit leaders. Expect an incredible learning
experience with nearly 500 attendees, abundant opportunities to
connect with transit colleagues, and a robust expo with more than
100 suppliers showcasing products and services for the public
transportation industry. For more information, please visit
www.caltransit.org

RTA to Participate in Festival of Lights
RTA is proud to participate once again in the annual Festival of Lights
switch-on ceremony on Friday, November 24 in downtown Riverside.
The Agency’s trolley will be decorated and on display for the annual
event. Need a lift to the festival? Beginning November 24, RTA will offer
a free shuttle that connects the Riverside Downtown Metrolink Station
with the Festival of Lights. The shuttle will debut on Friday,
November 24 and run on Fridays and Saturdays for four weeks,
offering afternoon and evening service from the train station to the festival. The shuttle will operate from
3 – 10 p.m. with service every 15 minutes, and connecting with boosted Metrolink service during the event.

Stuff a Bus and Help a Child in need this
Holiday Season
Help a child in need this holiday season by stuffing a bus with
donations. That’s the message RTA and Operation SafeHouse are
giving in the days leading up to their annual gift-giving,
bus-packing event on Thursday, November 2. For the 10th year in a
row, RTA and Operation SafeHouse are teaming up for the annual
“Stuff the Bus” event, which aims to fill buses to capacity with
donated non-perishable food, linens, toiletries and other items for
the non-profit group that helps at-risk and in-crisis youth. This year’s event will take place at several locations
across the region from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. Donations will be accepted aboard RTA buses at the Riverside County
Administration Center, 4080 Lemon St. (1 p.m.), Riverside City Hall, 3900 Main St. (2 p.m.), CarMax at Riverside
Auto Center, 7980 Auto Dr. (3 p.m.), Kaiser Permanente, 10800 Magnolia Ave. (3:45 p.m.), and Riverside Target,
3520 Tyler St. (4 - 7 p.m.).
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Chavez to Lead RTA Maintenance Department
RTA is pleased to announce that Adam Chavez has assumed the role as Director of Maintenance, overseeing
the maintenance of our bus fleet and facilities and providing leadership for our world-class mechanics who
keep our buses running smooth every day. Adam, who has 23 years of transit experience with previous stints
as a mechanic and maintenance supervisor at OCTA, production manager at Complete Coach Works and
maintenance manager at LA Metro, will serve as a member of RTA’s executive team and will be responsible for
keeping our fleet of 148 directly operated vehicles in superb working condition, clean and ready for service.
He will also ensure our fleet remains in compliance with state and federal laws and regulations. Adam came
to RTA in April of 2016 as deputy director of Maintenance under Bob Bach who retired this month. With more
than 60 mechanics, groundskeepers and supervisors at two facilities, Adam will continue RTA’s tradition
of servicing, maintaining and providing our customers with the best fleet in the world. He will also lead
a department that is continually pushing the boundaries of what is possible in public transportation and
evolving with new trends and technology.

Thanksgiving Holiday Service
On Thursday, November 23, in observance of the Thanksgiving
holiday, RTA buses will operate on a Sunday schedule, the Customer
Information Center will be open from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., and
administrative offices will be closed. On Friday, November 24, regular
bus service resumes, the Customer Information Center will be open
6 a.m. to 10 p.m., and administrative offices will be closed.

Veterans Day Service
This November, RTA salutes all veterans who served our country
with honor and distinction. On Veterans Day, Saturday, November
11, buses will operate regular weekend service. Look for RTA buses
in area Veterans Day parades and events.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS
Next Board Meeting is thursday, NOVember 16, 2017
RTA’s Board of Directors will meet on November 16, 2 p.m. to 3 p.m., at the
County of Riverside Administrative Building.

Destinations
MISSION INN FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS. This holiday season, be
sure to check out the Mission Inn Festival of Lights in Riverside
to catch one of the best holiday light displays in the nation. The
event, which runs November 24 through January 6, features
visits with Santa, horse-drawn carriage rides, live entertainment
and an arts market where festival-goers can do some holiday
shopping or participate in free workshops. The festival takes
place on Main Street and at the Mission Inn. The popular
switch-on ceremony is Friday, November 24. Learn more at
www.riversideca.gov/fol. SERVED BY RTA RAPIDLINK GOLDLINE
AND ROUTES 1, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 22, 29, 49, 54, 204, 208, 210,
212, 216.

PERRIS VETERANS DAY PARADE. Perris is planning a special
way to thank its men and women in uniform. The city scheduled
the annual Veterans Day Parade for 10 a.m. on Saturday,
November 4, and features marching bands, equestrian units,
dancing units, cheer squads and the appearance of several city
dignitaries. Visitors are encouraged to line D Street between
Fourth Street and San Jacinto Boulevard to get the best look
at the floats, marching bands and military units. Details at
www.cityofperris.org. SERVED BY RTA ROUTES 19, 22, 27, 30,
74, 208, 212.

MURRIETA VETERANS MEMORIAL. Murrieta Town Square Park
is home to a unique memorial. A tall, granite obelisk stands
proudly above a series of walls depicting imagery of our men and
women who have served and sacrificed in our nation’s defense.
The memorial, which was unveiled in 2010, currently features an
Honor Garden and sections devoted to World War II, the Korean
War and Fallen Warriors. Future sections will commemorate the
Vietnam War, Operation Iraqi Freedom, the Revolutionary War
and the Civil War. More at www.murrietaca.gov. SERVED BY RTA
ROUTE 23.

MORENO VALLEY MALL. Get your shopping fix at the Moreno
Valley Mall, which is home to national retailers such as
Aeropostale, Bath & Body Works, Foot Locker, Forever 21,
Hollister, PacSun and Vans. While you’re there, catch a movie at
Harkins Theatre 16 or bowl with friends at Round 1 Bowling.
More information is at www.morenovalleymall.com. SERVED BY
RTA ROUTES 11, 16, 18, 19, 26, 31, 208, 210.

