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RTA Driver Is Top Cowboy
at International Roadeo
Kyle Jones is the first driver in Riverside Transit Agency history to conquer
the international bus roadeo. The coach operator’s driving skills earned him
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a first-place victory at the American Public Transportation Association’s
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(APTA) International Bus Roadeo held in May in Reno, Nevada. Jones
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competed against drivers from transit agencies across the United States
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and Canada, giving RTA its first international victory in 40 years. “Winning
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the whole thing is a personal achievement for me, and I’m so proud to
bring home the trophy to RTA,” said Jones, who has competed in the
contest three times. Though a rodeo may conjure images of drivers tossing
lassos on buses, it’s really just an elaborate obstacle course. Speed, timing
and precision all matter. During the two-day event, drivers steered their
30,000-pound, 40-foot machines through a timed serpentine obstacle
course of cones, sharp turns and challenging back-ups. Judges observed
the performance of each bus operator and noted how well they completed
each element on the course. Jones earned a spot at this year’s international
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roadeo after winning local and regional contests. In fact, he has won RTA’s
annual bus roadeo the past three years, gaining a reputation as RTA’s
undisputed cowboy. His international driving victory is the first ever for
Southern California. Jones has worked with RTA for 11 years and drives
CommuterLink routes 206, 210 and 216.
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Beach Bus Ready to Roll All Summer Long

Beginning June 12, RTA will make it easier to reach the beach
thanks to expanded seasonal service on CommuterLink Route 202.
The express route will provide additional weekday and weekend
trips to the Oceanside Transit Center through August 26. Roundtrip
cost is only $6 with discounted rates for seniors, disabled
customers and veterans. See Ride Guide for details.

Students Ride for 25 Cents
Getting around this summer is about to get a lot easier for local
youth. RTA will roll out a special 25-cent fare for students who ride
between June 1 and September 4. Students in grades 1-12 simply
need to flash their school ID to ride for a quarter to the movies,
the mall, the beach — anywhere RTA goes, anytime buses operate.
With comfortable seating, free Wi-Fi service and USB charging
ports, there’s never been a better time to ride the bus.

Dump The Pump, Win Bus Passes on June 15
Leave your gas-guzzler at home and ride the bus Thursday, June
15. That’s the message RTA is spreading for Dump the Pump Day,
a national event that encourages people to ride the bus to save
money and help the environment. RTA’s street team will provide
giveaways and a limited number of free 1-Day passes that day at
Riverside City Hall at the corner of Main and 9th streets from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. The event is open to the public. While you’re there,
be sure to check out RTA’s new RapidLink bus, which will launch
this fall with faster service between Corona and Riverside.

Like Us and Get a Free Lunch
In celebration of our 40 year anniversary, RTA is giving away a free
lunch — and a swag bag of goodies — to 40 lucky people during
the year courtesy of Sub Station at UC Riverside. It’s our way of
saying thank you for four decades of support and loyalty! Just
like us, share us or follow us on any RTA social media — Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter — to be automatically entered into the
promotion. Contest winners outside of Riverside area will receive
coupons for free lunches in their own cities.
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Board Adopts FY18 Budget, SRTP
Following a public hearing on the matter, RTA’s Board of Directors has approved the Agency’s Fiscal Year
2018 Budget and Short Range Transit Plan (SRTP). Highlights of the adopted $81.6 million operating budget
includes the launching this August of the new RapidLink service between Corona and Riverside; new
CommuterLink Route 200 between San Bernardino and Orange County via Highway 91; boosted service
frequency on Route 19; the third year of a pilot program called Dial-A-Ride Plus, which expands paratransit
service to qualified customers; as well as routine enhancements to existing routes. The adopted $5.4 million
capital budget includes funding for new vehicles and bus stop enhancements. The SRTP expects system-wide
revenue service hours to increase three percent between FY17-FY18.

Independence Day Schedule
On Tuesday, July 4, buses will operate on a Sunday schedule, the
Customer Information Center will be open from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
and administrative offices will be closed. On Monday, July 3, RTA
will provide regular bus service but administrative offices will be
closed in observation of the holiday.

RapidLink Coming August 28
Get ready for a bus with faster service, a modern look and a whole new attitude. Say hello to RapidLink.
RTA is proud to launch this premium service on August 28 with its own unique brand of buses and stops
between Corona and Riverside. With the launch of RapidLink, RTA will usher in a new era of transit service
with comfort, style and reliability. Learn more at RiversideTransit.com.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS
Next Board Meeting is june 22
On Thursday, June 22 at 2 p.m., RTA’s Board of Directors will hold its monthly meeting at the
County Administrative Center, 4080 Lemon St., First Floor, in Riverside.
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