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MISSION STATEMENT

T

he Riverside Transit Agency, Riverside County’s multi-modal transportation provider, shall
provide for a variety of transportation needs in a cost-effective and efficient manner for
all the residents of our member communities. The Agency is committed to providing safe,
reliable, courteous, accessible, and user-friendly services to our customers.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
RTA is governed by a board of directors comprised of 22 elected officials from 18 cities in western Riverside County and
four members of the County Board of Supervisors.
Linda Krupa
Chair
City of Hemet

Kevin Jeffries
County of Riverside
District 1

Zak Schwank
First Vice Chair
City of Temecula

Karen Spiegel
County of Riverside
District 2

Linda Molina
Second Vice Chair
City of Calimesa

Chuck Washington
County of Riverside
District 3
Jeff Hewitt
County of Riverside
District 5
Alberto Sanchez
City of Banning
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Rey Santos
City of Beaumont

David Marquez
City of Moreno Valley

Jeremy Smith
City of Canyon Lake

Scott Vinton
City of Murrieta

Jim Steiner
City of Corona

Ted Hoffman
City of Norco

Jocelyn Yow
City of Eastvale

Malcolm Corona
City of Perris

Brian Berkson
City of Jurupa Valley

Andy Melendrez
City of Riverside

Timothy J. Sheridan
City of Lake Elsinore

Alonso Ledezma
City of San Jacinto

Dean Deines
City of Menifee

Bridgette Moore
City of Wildomar
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I. Background
The Riverside Transit Agency (RTA) relies
heavily on operating and capital funding from
various levels of government and therefore,
actions at the federal and state legislative levels
have profound effects on the operations of RTA.
Assuring that adequate funds are allocated is
critical to allow the Agency to meet its
commitment in providing safe, efficient, reliable
and economic transportation service to western
Riverside County.
The RTA Federal and State Legislative Program
(Program) establishes the goals and methods
RTA will use to advocate for the funding and
regulatory environment necessary to meet the
growing transportation demands of the region.
The program is generally presented in the form
of principles rather than specific action items to
allow staff the necessary flexibility to quickly
respond to legislative proposals and specific
policy concerns that may arise over the course of
a session. Furthermore, as funding opportunities
materialize, staff will use this program as a
foundation to prepare grant applications that
represent the needs of RTA and place the
Agency in the best position to be awarded funds.
The program spans a two-year period, which
coincides with the legislative cycles at both the
federal and state levels.
In 2020, the coronavirus pandemic had a
profound effect on ridership, farebox revenue
and state and federal funding. In April, the
Agency reduced service to near Sunday-level
service. In 2021, the Agency is expected
implement additional route and schedule
changes in response to declining revenues and
ridership, coupled with ongoing social distancing
requirements caused by the pandemic.
In March 2020, President Donald Trump signed
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act into law. The Federal
Transit Administration (FTA) allocated $25 billion
to recipients of urbanized area and rural area

formula funds, with $22.7 billion to large and
small urban areas and $2.2 billion to rural areas.
Funding was provided at a 100 percent federal
share, with no local match required, and was
made available to support capital, operating, and
other expenses generally eligible under those
programs to prevent, prepare for, and respond to
COVID-19. Riverside Transit Agency received
CARES Act funding.
In December 2020, Congressional staff
published draft estimates of FTA 5307 formula
shares for the emergency funding relief provided
by the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021.
In all, UZAs in California are set to receive just
under
$2
billion.
The
Consolidated
Appropriations Act of 2021 includes language
that specifies that no urbanized area may receive
more than 75 percent of the urbanized area's
2018 operating costs based on data contained in
the National Transit Data Base (NTD) between
the new relief package and the CARES Act. As
such, RTA will not receive funding from this this
next round of emergency funding. It is imperative
RTA monitor any future relief funding to make
sure RTA is eligible for funding.
In December 2018, the California Air Resources
Board (CARB) adopted the Innovative Clean
Transit (ICT) regulation, requiring all public
transit agencies in the state to transition to a
zero-emission bus (ZEB) bus fleet by 2040. The
first requirement of this regulation is for large
transit agencies to produce a ZEB rollout and
implementation plan.
To transition successfully to an all zero-emission
bus (ZEB) fleet by 2040, the Agency
commissioned a study that began in 2019 and
when completed in 2020 determined that
hydrogen fuel cell-electric buses will best meet
RTA’s topography and service profile. In
December, the Board approved the RTA ZEB
Rollout Plan: Fleet Concepts and Technology
Recommendation which the Agency submitted to
CARB before the December 31, 2020 deadline.

RIVERSIDE TRANSIT AGENCY LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM | 2021-2022

The Fixing America’s Surface Transportation
(FAST) authorized $305.5 billion over five years
(2016-2020) for public transportation, rail,
highway, safety, research and technology
programs. The legislation preserved the federal
focus on safety, kept intact the established
structure of the various highway programs and
continued efforts to streamline project delivery.
The
Senate
passed
the
Continuing
Appropriations Act, 2021 and Other Extensions
Act on September 30, 2020 and President
Donald Trump signed the Act into law October 1
with little time to spare to avoid a government
shutdown. The bill provided a one-year extension
to surface transportation programs that were part
of the FAST Act that was set to expire September
30. The bill authorizes at least $12.6 billion for
public transit investment. RTA, working closely
with other transit operators, will work with the
117th Congress on enacting long-term
reauthorization legislation that will allow RTA to
move forward with long-tern planning
During the next two years, the Agency will
continue to monitor and navigate employment
laws intended to keep our employees safe. State
and federal laws regulate COVID leave, pay,
testing requirements and safety protocols.
Monitoring the regulations is key to providing
appropriate compensation and a safe working
environment.
The election in November 2020 continued the
Democratic majority in the House of
Representatives. This could mean the return of
earmarks, or congressionally directed spending,
in some form. Democrats and some Republicans
have long supported earmarks and expect to
address them in the 117th Congress. Earmarks
offer the opportunity to work directly with our
federal representatives to bring focused
spending to Riverside County.

To assist in achieving its goals, RTA is a member
of several transportation organizations that
advocate for the increased role and importance
of transit. For federal advocacy, the Agency is a
member of the American Public Transportation
Association (APTA), a national trade association
that maintains an active lobbying program. RTA
also utilizes the services of David Turch and
Associates (DTA), legislative consultants based
in Washington, DC. DTA works with RTA staff to
monitor pertinent legislation, arrange meetings
with our federal delegation and advocates on
behalf of the Agency.
On the state level, the California Transit
Association (CTA) serves as an advocate for
public transit to the California Legislature. CTA
works to enhance transit funding and represents
transit's interests before the Legislature, the
governor, and regulatory agencies. CTA
frequently updates RTA on policy developments
and RTA’s chief marketing officer is an active
member on the CTA’s State Legislative
Committee.
At the local level, RTA supports six
Transportation NOW (T-NOW) chapters. These
local grassroots organizations represent the
various regions that make up RTA’s large service
area and advocate for the use and support of
public transportation as an essential component
to their communities. T-NOW chapters work with
RTA staff to support or oppose transit-related
legislation; to raise awareness of the benefits of
environmentally sound, safe and energy-efficient
transportation alternatives; and to encourage the
use of public transportation in western Riverside
County.

The Alternative Fuels Excise Tax Credit is a
credit that must be approved annually, and RTA
is eligible for it by using CNG fuel in its heavyduty fleet. The Agency receives more than $1
million annually from the credit and will actively
support its permanent extension.
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II. Federal Legislative Program
This program is a general policy statement of
federal legislative issues of concern to the
Riverside Transit Agency.
1. Transit Funding
a. Advocate for full year appropriations to
minimize funding delays from the FTA.
b. Coordinate with federal agencies to
ensure equitable distribution of funding
from the surface transportation programs.
c. Advocate for expanding eligible uses for
federal funding in surface transportation
programs.
d. Advocate for robust transit funding in the
next surface transportation authorization
legislation.
e. Advocate for additional equitable COVIDrelated relief funding.
f.

Support
transportation
funding
investments,
economic
stimulus
measures, and other recovery efforts that
will prepare RTA to meet the changing
mobility needs after the COVID-19
pandemic subsides.

g. Support the return of congressionally
directed spending as an efficient way to
maximize tax dollars in Riverside County.
h. Advocate for local control and flexibility in
delivering projects.
i.

Oppose efforts to erode Highway Trust
Fund revenues without identifying a new
dedicated and sustainable source of
greater value.

j.

Support efforts to stabilize federal gas tax
revenues by indexing the tax to the
Consumer Price Index.

k. Support efforts to ease and simplify local
matching requirements for federal grants
and programs.
l.

Advocate for transit agencies to be direct
recipients of federal grants.

m. Seek federal funding to meet state and
local environmental quality requirements,
including anticipated requirements for
zero-emission buses, alternative fueling
stations and future greenhouse gas
reduction requirements.
2. Regulatory
a. Monitor and engage with legislators on
efforts to improve operator safety.
b. Advocate for a permanent extension of
the alternative fuels excise tax credit.
c. Coordinate with federal agencies and
officials to ensure previously appropriated
funds remain allocated to RTA.
d. Oppose regulations adversely affecting
the Agency’s ability to effectively and
efficiently address labor relations,
employee rights and administration of
benefits.
e. Support legislation that incentivizes the
use of public transit.
f.

Oppose legislation that places additional
unfunded mandates or regulations on
public transit.
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III.

State Legislative Program

This program is a general policy statement of
state legislative issues of concern to the
Riverside Transit Agency.
1. Transit Funding
a. Oppose any measure that would divert
local transit related funds to the state for
use other than for transit activities.
b. Support efforts to provide financial
incentives for the procurement of zeroemission buses.
c. Monitor the state’s transition to zeroemission vehicle technology to ensure
that
any
corresponding
policies
adequately address the impact to longterm transportation funding stability.
d. Support legislation to provide specific
funding for innovative and intelligent
transit programs to leverage the use of
smart devices.
e. Advocate for additional funding for
paratransit operations
and transit
accessibility capital improvements that
support persons with disabilities and
senior citizens.
f.

Advocate for the adoption of a regulatory
or legislative framework that supports
zero-emission transit fleets by providing
transit agencies with flexibility and
additional funding.

g. Monitor legislation that regulates the cost
of electricity as a fuel source for transit
agencies.

b. Ensure zero-emission bus policies do not
place unfair or unfunded mandates on
transit agencies.
c. Advocate for the geographically equitable
distribution of cap and trade revenue.
d. Support efforts to encourage transitoriented developments as a solution to
environmental issues.
3. Regulation
a. Support
legislation
that
provides
incentives for employees and employers
to use public transportation to commute to
work.
b. Monitor efforts to review existing metrics
for the qualification and distribution of
Transportation
Development
Act
revenues.
c. Monitor state implementation of pension
reform laws.
d. Oppose labor-related legislation and
regulations that would have a negative
effect on RTA’s ability to efficiently and
economically provide service.
e. Support maximum flexibility in the ability
to use state funding.
f.

Support legislation that reduces liability
for transit agencies.

g. Support legislation
operator safety.

that

increases

h. Support income tax deductions for
employees receiving employer-provided
transit benefits.

2. Environmental
a. Defend and expand transit allocation of
cap and trade revenue as authorized by
AB 32.
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IV.

Advocacy Activities

To achieve the goals of the Agency’s Legislative
Program, RTA will utilize the following activities
and sources as appropriate:
a. Regular and consistent contact with the
offices of federal, state and local
legislators.
b. Strategic travel to federal and state
legislators and agencies.
c. Maintain a database to track pertinent
legislation and bring relevant bills to the
Board of Directors for feedback, support or
opposition.
d. RTA Board of Directors’ approved letters in
support of or opposition to legislation.
e. Active involvement in the California Transit
Association’s State Legislative Committee.
f.

Regular communication with attendees of
Transportation NOW chapters.

g. Initiate contact with legislators to sponsor
transit-friendly legislation.
h. Coordination with press outlets to print
transit-friendly publications.
i.

Regular communication with RTA’s federal
legislative consultants.

j.

Legislative
reports
from
trade
organizations and other transportation
agencies.

k. Coordination with regional transportation
agencies to create a strong local advocacy
voice.
l.

Attend relevant seminars and conferences
to stay apprised of current developments.

m. Engagement of the community via social
media communications.
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1825 THIRD STREET,
RIVERSIDE, CA 92507
951-565-5000
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
JIM KNEEPKENS
CHIEF MARKETING OFFICER
(951) 565-5170
JKNEEPKENS@RIVERSIDETRANSIT.COM
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