April 4, 2018
11:30 a.m.

AGENDA
Special Board Executive Committee Meeting
Riverside Transit Agency
Conference Room
1825 Third St.
Riverside, CA 92507

Any person with a disability who requires a modification or accommodation in
order to participate in this meeting, or any person with limited English proficiency (LEP)
who requires language assistance to communicate with the Riverside Transit Agency
Board of Directors during the meeting, should contact the Riverside Transit Agency
Clerk of the Board, telephone number (951) 565-5044, no fewer than two business days
prior to this meeting to enable the Riverside Transit Agency to make reasonable
arrangements to assure accessibility or language assistance for this meeting.
Agenda item descriptions are intended to provide members of the public a
general summary of business to be conducted or discussed. Posting of any
recommended action on an agenda item does not indicate what action will be taken.
The Board of Directors may take any action it believes is appropriate on the agenda
item and is not limited in any way by the notice of any recommendation.
All documents related to any agenda item are available for public inspection at
www.riversidetransit.com or through the Clerk of the Board’s office at the Riverside
Transit Agency, 1825 Third Street, Riverside, CA 92507.

ITEM
1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

SELF-INTRODUCTIONS

RECOMMENDATION

BOARD EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
APRIL 4, 2018
ITEM
3.

PUBLIC COMMENTS – NON-AGENDA ITEMS
Members of the public may address the Board
regarding any item within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the Board; however, no action may be
taken on off-agenda items unless authorized by law.
Comments shall be limited to matters not listed on the
agenda. Members of the public may comment on any
matter listed on the agenda at the time that the Board
considers that matter. Each person's presentation is
limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes.

4.

APPROVE
RESOLUTION
TO
SUPPORT
PROPOSITION 69 AND OPPOSE THE REPEAL OF
SENATE BILL 1 (P.3)

5.

NEXT MEETING
Thursday, April 26, 2018
1:00 p.m.
Riverside County Administration Center
4080 Lemon St., 5th Floor
Conference Room C
Riverside, CA 92501

6.

MEETING ADJOURNMENT
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RECOMMENDATION
RECEIVE COMMENTS

APPROVE

RIVERSIDE TRANSIT AGENCY
1825 Third Street
Riverside, CA 92507
April 4, 2018

TO:

BOARD EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

THRU:

Larry Rubio, Chief Executive Officer

FROM:

Eric Ustation, Government Affairs Manager

SUBJECT:

Approve Resolution to Support Proposition 69 and Oppose the
Repeal of Senate Bill 1

Summary:

The Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017, better known as
Senate Bill 1 (SB 1), was passed by the California Legislature and
signed by Governor Edmund Brown on April 28, 2017. SB 1 will
raise $5 billion annually for projects to repair and maintain our
state highways and local roads, improve our trade corridors, and
support public transit and active transportation. For public transit,
SB 1 will generate $700 million per year in new funding to expand
transit capital and operations, provide funding to invest in zeroemission vehicles, and invest in intercity and commuter rail.
SB 1 generates revenue via a variety of new and increased taxes
and fees, including:
•
•
•
•
•

12 cent per gallon increase in gasoline excise tax.
20 cent per gallon increase in diesel excise tax.
Four percent increase in the diesel sales tax.
A new Road Improvement Fee of $100 per year for zeroemission vehicles.
A new Transportation Improvement Fee (TIF) based on
a sliding scale of the market value of a registered
vehicle.

The Riverside Transit Agency (RTA) expects to receive between
$7 million to $8 million annually in SB 1 funding that could be used
for route expansions, improved frequencies and new service. A full
list of RTA enhancements proposed to be funded with SB 1
revenue can be found in Attachment A.
Countywide, funding to be received from SB 1 in Riverside County
this fiscal year is estimated at $63.9 million. In Fiscal Year
2018/19 and subsequent years, formula funding is estimated at
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$113.6 million. Additionally, over $1 billion in competitive funding
is available statewide annually. As a result of SB 1, several
Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC) and priority
projects are beginning to advance, including:
I-15 French Valley Interchange construction
(RCTC)
I-15 Railroad Canyon Road Interchange
construction (RCTC)
I-15 Express Lanes Extension project approval
and environmental document (RCTC)
Avenue 66 Grade Separation and CV Link
(Coachella Valley Association of
Governments))
71/91 Interchange Project approval and
environmental document revalidation (RCTC)
SR-91 HOV/Pachappa Underpass
construction (RCTC)
Temescal Canyon Road Widening
construction (Riverside County)
11 Active Transportation projects (local
jurisdictions)
555 Local Streets and Roads projects (local
jurisdictions)
TOTAL

SB 1-Funded Amount
$ 32,254,000
$ 2,920,000
$ 50,000,000
$ 22,800,000
$ 2,000,000
$ 4,066,000
$ 7,300,000
$ 46,270,000
$ 31,500,000
$199,110,000

Shortly after the passage of SB 1, opponents began gathering
support to repeal the legislation, claiming it unfair that a tax
increase was passed without voter consent and that current
transportation funding was sufficient if spent efficiently. They also
claim that existing transportation funding is siphoned off by the
legislature and spent on non-transportation projects.
Two repeal efforts began and while one has ended, the second is
well-funded and supporters claim it is well on the way to receiving
the required signatures necessary to be put on the November
2018 ballot. The proposed ballot proposition (Attorney General
#17-0033) would repeal the new transportation funds and make it
more difficult to raise state and local transportation funds in the
future.
In anticipation of claims that transportation funding could be
misdirected, the legislature qualified Proposition 69 for the June
2018 ballot. Proposition 69 is a Constitutional Amendment that
would add additional accountability for taxpayers by preventing the
state legislature from diverting or raiding any new transportation

Item 4

4

revenues for non-transportation improvements. The results of
Proposition 69 will be known before voters decide in November on
whether to recall SB 1.
Of note, at their January 25, 2018 meeting, the RCTC voted 19-3
to support Proposition 69 and oppose the SB 1 recall.
The California Transit Association is working closely with the
Coalition to Protect Local Transportation Improvements. The
coalition is a diverse group of local government, business, labor
and transportation interests working to inform California voters of
the benefits of SB 1 and Proposition 69. The coalition is asking
transit agencies throughout the state to join their efforts to educate
the public.
Fiscal Impact
The repeal of SB 1 would eliminate $7 million to $8 million in new
annual state funding to RTA for route expansions, improved
frequencies and new service.
Recommendation:
Approve and recommend this item to the full Board of Directors for
their consideration as follows:
• Approve Resolution No. 2018-02 to support Proposition 69,
oppose the SB 1 repeal, and support and be listed as a
member of the Coalition to Protect Local Transportation
Improvements.
• Authorize the Board Chair to execute the resolution on
behalf of the Agency.
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ATTACHMENT A

New State Funding to Fuel RTA Bus Service
A new gas tax that took effect November 1, 2017, will create a new revenue stream for the Riverside Transit Agency, prompting route
expansions, improved frequencies and new service to enhance our customers’ travel experience for years to come.
The gas tax is part of Senate Bill 1 (SB 1), a transportation funding bill that
passed the California Legislature in April, increasing the state’s existing gas
tax by 12-cent per gallon and 20-cents per gallon for diesel fuel. Funding
will also be generated from increased vehicle registration fees, beginning
in 2018. The tax adjustments and registration fees are designed to raise
$5.2 billion a year for the next 10 years to enhance roads, build highways
and fund transportation improvements statewide.

IN NORTHWEST
COUNTY
DURING 2018-2020

IN SOUTHWEST
COUNTY
DURING 2019-2020

IN HEMET/
SAN JACINTO AND
PASS AREA
DURING 2019-2020

IN RIVERSIDE,
MORENO VALLEY
AND PERRIS
DURING 2019-2020
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RTA expects to receive between $7 to $8 million of that money annually
over the next decade. The projects below are contingent on reception of
funding as well as Riverside Transit Agency Board of Directors approval.
Some projects on the horizon that could benefit from the funding include:

RiversideTransit.com | 951-565-5002

• Route 3: Extended weekday and weekend service to Amazon facilities in Eastvale.
• Route 29: Extended weekday and weekend service to Amazon facilities in Eastvale.
• Route 49: Improved weekday frequency from the current 50 minutes to every 30 minutes, and
weekend frequency from the current 70 minutes to every 50 minutes.
• New route launched to serve communities in Eastvale, Norco and Corona via Archibald Avenue and
River Road corridor.
• Route 206: Expanded service north of Highway 91 into the Norco, Eastvale and Ontario areas.

• Route 24: Boosted weekday and weekend frequency from the current 70-90 minutes to every 60
minutes, plus improved connections with other routes in the Temecula area.
• Route 40: Expanded to Mt. San Jacinto College’s Menifee campus. Enhanced weekday frequency from
the current 90-100 minutes to every 60 minutes, plus new service every 60 minutes on weekends.
• Route 61: Expanded service from Menifee to the Perris Station Transit Center. Improved weekday
frequency from every 70-80 minutes to every 60 minutes, plus new service every 60 minutes on
Sundays.

• Route 31: Weekend service expanded from Beaumont to Moreno Valley running every 60 minutes.
• Route 42: Improved Saturday frequency from the current 110 minutes to every 60 minutes, plus new
service every 60 minutes on Sundays.
• Route 74: New Sunday service every 60 minutes.
• Route 79: Improved weekday frequency from the current 70-90 minutes to every 60 minutes, plus
new service every 60 minutes on Sundays. Improved connections with other routes in Hemet,
Winchester and Temecula. Extended from Hemet to Mt. San Jacinto College in San Jacinto.

• Routes 1, 16 and 19: Improved weekend daytime frequency from the current 30 minutes to every 15
minutes.
• RapidLink Gold Line: Expanded to include midday weekday service between Corona and Riverside
instead of operating only during peak morning and afternoon times.
• Route 19: Enhanced 15-minute weekday frequency launched in January 2018 would continue.
• Route 27: Boosted weekday frequency from the current 60 minutes to every 30 minutes.
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RESOLUTION No. 2018-02
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
RIVERSIDE TRANSIT AGENCY SUPPORTING THE
PASSAGE OF PROPOSITION 69 AND OPPOSING THE
REPEAL OF SENATE BILL 1

WHEREAS, according to a report from the California Transit Association, California’s
local public transportation agencies have faced a 10-year, $72 billion shortfall when
comparing available funding to the actual transit capital and operating needs for
rehabilitating transit systems and expanding service; and
WHEREAS, “The Road Repair and Accountability Act” (Senate Bill 1 (SB 1) – Beall),
passed by the Legislature and signed by the Governor in 2017, will raise $5 billion
annually in long-term, dedicated funding to invest in public transportation, make road
safety improvements, fill potholes and repair local streets, highways, bridges and
overpasses, with the revenues split equally between state and local government
projects; and
WHEREAS, SB 1 represents the largest state investment in public transportation in a
generation, providing more than $700 million per year in new funding for public transit,
including funding to expand transit capital and operations; replace older transit vehicles
with zero-emission vehicles; and invest in intercity rail and commuter rail; and
WHEREAS, SB 1 will improve air quality and the environment by investing in public
transit; and
WHEREAS, SB 1 provides critically-needed funding for the Riverside Transit Agency
that will be used for route expansions, improved frequencies, and new service to
enhance customers’ travel experience for years to come; and
WHEREAS, SB 1 contains strong accountability provisions to streamline projects by
cutting bureaucratic redundancies and red tape to ensure transportation funds are spent
efficiently and effectively, while also establishing the independent office of
Transportation Inspector General to perform audits, improve efficiency and increase
transparency; and
WHEREAS, Proposition 69 on the June 2018 ballot would add additional accountability
for taxpayers by preventing the State Legislature from diverting or raiding any new
transportation revenues for non-transportation improvement purposes; and
WHEREAS, a proposed ballot measure aimed for the November 2018 ballot (Attorney
General #17-0033) would repeal the new transportation revenues provided by SB 1 and
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Resolution 2018-02
Page 2 of 3

make it more difficult to increase funding for state and local transportation
improvements in the future; and
WHEREAS, this proposed November proposition could divert between $7 to $8 million
annually dedicated to the Riverside Transit Agency, and halt critical investments in
future transportation improvement projects in our community;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Riverside Transit
Agency hereby supports Proposition 69, the June 2018 constitutional amendment to
prevent new transportation funds from being diverted for non-transportation purposes;
and
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Riverside Transit
Agency hereby opposes the proposed November ballot proposition (Attorney General
#17-0033) that would repeal the new transportation funds and make it more difficult to
raise state and local transportation funds in the future; and
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the
Riverside Transit Agency supports and can be listed as a member of the Coalition to
Protect Local Transportation Improvements, a diverse coalition of local government,
business, labor, transportation and other organizations throughout the state, in support
of Proposition 69 and opposing the repeal of SB 1.
Passed and approved this 26th day of April, 2018.
AGENCY BOARD DESIGNEE:
RIVERSIDE TRANSIT AGENCY

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_________________________
Art Welch
Chairman, Board of Directors

________________________
James Donich
Agency General Counsel
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Resolution 2018-02
Page 3 of 3
CERTIFICATION
The undersigned duly qualified Clerk of the Board of Directors of the Riverside
Transit Agency certifies that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a
resolution, adopted at a legally convened meeting of the Riverside Transit Agency
held on April 26, 2018.
ATTEST:

________________________
Tammi Ford
Clerk of the Board of Directors
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