
RIVERSIDE TRANSIT AGENCY 
1825 Third Street 

Riverside, CA  92507 
 

September 28, 2006  
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
THRU: Larry Rubio, Chief Executive Officer 
 
FROM: Mark Stanley, Director of Planning 
 
SUBJECT: Status of RTA Service to Schools 
 
 
Summary: Since the early years of Riverside Transit, it has been part of our mission 

to provide convenient access to educational facilities.  To ensure 
continuation of the mission, we periodically, review bus routes to 
determine how effectively we are serving the school systems throughout 
the Agency’s service area. Attachment A outlines the public and 
parochial school systems served by RTA fixed route transit for grades 
one through twelve.   
 
Staff surveyed all public school districts in the service area.  Parochial 
schools were located with assistance of local chambers of commerce and 
trade organizations. For the purpose of this study, schools within a ¼-
mile walk are considered as served by the agency.   
 
The majority of schools in the urbanized area of western Riverside 
County are served by public transit, through RTA directly, community 
based transit or by school bus.  RTA does service analysis using the 
standard grouping of grade levels: 
 

High Schools 
 

• High school students represent one of the larger groups of 
student riders. RTA serves 45 out of 65 (or 69%) public and 
private high schools. The percent of high schools served by 
some form of public transit is 78 percent. 

  

• The 21 high schools not served by RTA are as follows:  
(* indicates high schools served by either Corona Cruiser or Pass 
Transit):  

 
o Nueva Vista Continuation (Rubidoux),  
o Three high schools in Corona: Centennial*, Corona* and 

Santiago, 
o Norco, Banning*, Beaumont*, Mesa Grande (private), Val 

Verde, Roosevelt 
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o Early College, Paloma Valley, Cornerstone Christian 
(private) Hemet, Glenview* and New Horizons*, 

o Tahquitz (in Idyllwild), Hamilton (in Anza), Alessandro 
Alternative, 

o Vista Murrieta and Murrieta Mesa High Schools. 
 
Middle Schools, Intermediate Schools and Junior Highs 
 
Middle and Junior High students are the second largest 
component of student ridership.  Out of 75 Junior High or Middle 
Schools, 46 (or 62%) are served by RTA buses. Counting those 
accessed by other transit, 53 of 75 (or 71%) are served. 
 
Elementary Schools 
 
Elementary school students are least likely to use transit due to 
security and behavioral challenges.  Staff inventory shows that 
121 of 272 (or 44%) elementary schools are served by RTA.  
About half of the schools not served are located in Corona, 
Beaumont, Banning, and other areas away from current RTA 
service. Counting other transit, 136 of 272 (or 50%) elementary 
schools are served by public transit. 

 
The following table summarizes the percentage of all schools served by 
RTA in these designated areas: 
 

Riverside City     78% 
Corona      19%  43%** 
Norco and nearby communities  16% 
Jurupa      52% 
Moreno Valley     62% 
Lake Elsinore and nearby communities 40% 
Beaumont     0%  100%** 
Calimesa     0% 
Canyon Lake     n/a   (no schools) 
Banning     0%  100** 
Perris and nearby communities  51% 
San Jacinto     64% 
Sun City, Menifee and nearby comm. 33% 
Wildomar     43% 
Hemet and nearby communities  41% 
Murrieta and p/o French Valley  41% 
Temecula and p/o French Valley  39% 
 
RTA Total: 185 of 391 schools:  47% 

 
** Indicates percentage of Corona, Banning and Beaumont schools served 
either by RTA, the Corona Cruiser or Pass Transit.
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The most likely reasons that explain why RTA does not serve some 
schools are: 
 

• The schools are situated in areas served by other transit operators 
and RTA service would only be duplicative; 

• They are situated at or near the outskirts of local RTA service in 
communities such as East Hemet, for example; 

• School district buses already adequately serve the school; 
• They are situated in relatively sparsely developed areas such as 

Lakeview, Paloma Valley or Winchester; 
• They are just-opened schools that were not included in the current 

bus route planning cycle; 
• They are outside of RTA service area such as Hamilton in Anza; 
• Schools are often sited in the middle of neighborhoods or off major 

arterials for safety and pedestrian-access reasons and thereby are 
not easily accessed from primary RTA service corridors.  

 
On the attached list, universities, colleges or vocational schools were not 
included.   
 

Fiscal Impact: 
 

No fiscal impact. 
 

 
Committee Recommendation: 
 

This item was discussed at the Board Operations Committee meeting of 
September 13, 2006.  The Committee members unanimously approved 
recommending this item to the full Board of Directors for their 
consideration. 

 
Recommendation: 
 

Receive and file. 
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RIVERSIDE CITY

School name School type Served by routes Jurisdiction Comment

Liberty Pub Elem 1,10, 12, 21 Riverside Unified www.rusd.k12.ca.us
Riverside Baptist Private Sch 1 private Magnolia @ Jackson
Sherman Indian Special 1 US gov’t
Agape Christian Private 1 private Grades unknown
St Thomas Private 1 Private Grades unknown
Chemawa Pub Middle 1 Riverside Unified
Ramona Pub High 1 Riverside Unified
Madison Pub Elem 1 Riverside Unified
Notre Dame Private Hi Sch 1, 10, 14, 15 Diocese of San B’doo
Magnolia Pub Elem 1, 12, 13, 14, 15 Riverside Unified
Central Pub Middle 1, 13, 14, 15, 50 Riverside Unified
Grant Pub Elem 1, 13, 14, 15, 29, 49, 50 Riverside Unified
Longfellow Pub Elem 1, 14, 16, 22, 25 Riverside Unified
North Pub High Sch 1, 13 Riverside Unified
Riverside Garden Private 1, 14 Private Grades unknown
Highland Pub Elem 1 Riverside Unified
Loma Vista Pub Middle 3, 15 Alvord Unified
Alvord Continuation Pub Special 10, 12 Alvord Unified
La Sierra Academy Private 10 Private Grades 1-12
Arlington Pub High Sch 10 Riverside Unified
Washington Pub Elem 10 Riverside Unified
Gage Pub Middle 10 Riverside Unified
Raincross Opportun Pub High Sch 10 Riverside Unified
Victoria Pub Elem 10 Riverside Unified ¼ mi away
Calif School for Deaf Pub Special 10 State of California Grades 1 - 12
Riverside Christian Private 10, 14 Private Grades K-12
St Catherine Private Elem 10, 14 Diocese of San B’doo
Pachappa Pub Elem 10, 20 Riverside Unified
Poly Pub High Sch 10, 20 Riverside Unified
Lincoln Continuation Pub Special 10, 13 Riverside Unified
St Francis de Sales Private 10, 12 Diocese of San B’doo Grades unknown
Orrenmaa Pub Elem 12 Alvord Unified
Monroe Pub Elem 12 Riverside Unified ¼ mile away
Grace Christian Private 12, 14 Private Grades unknown
Jefferson Pub Elem 12 Riverside Unified
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Private 12, 13 Diocese of San BernardinoGrades unknown
Mountain View Pub Elem 12 Riverside Unified
Fremont Pub Elem 12 Riverside Unified
La Granada Pub Elem 13 Alvord Unified
Norte Vista Pub High Sch 13, 15 Alvord Unified
Wells Pub Middle 13 Alvord Unified
Foothill Pub Elem 13 Alvord Unified
Jackson Pub Elem 13 Riverside Unified
Adams Pub Elem 13, 15 Riverside Unified
Jefferson Pub Elem 13, 15 Riverside Unified
Harvest Christian Private 13, 15 Private Grades unknown

** RTA SERVICE TO SCHOOLS IN RIVERSIDE COUNTY **
ATTACHMENT "A" -- SUPPLEMENT TO STAFF REPORT  ~~  Explanation Notes:
*  Compiled July 2006.  Schools are considered "served" if they are within ¼-mile of an RTA bus;
*  Arranged by city and by logical assemblies of contiguous unincorporated community areas;
*  Includes all public and private elementary, middle, jr high, sr high and special ed institutions if known;
*  No colleges, universities or trade schools; Does not include local operators like Corona Cruiser or Pass Transit;
*  Organization of chart below will tend to be compiled linearly by bus route from one end to the other;
*  Sources:  District websites, Thomas Bros maps and lists, Ride Guide, Inquiries with local school districts
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Sierra Pub Middle 13 Riverside Unified
Emerson Pub Elem 13 Riverside Unified
University Heights Pub Mid 13, 25 Riverside Unified
Hawthorne Pub Elem 13 Riverside Unified
Islamic Academy Private 14 Islamic Socie So Cal Grades unknown
La Sierra Pub High Sch 15 Alvord Unified
Twinhill Pub Elem 15 Alvord Unified
Rosemary Kennedy Pub Elem 15 Alvord Unified
Alcott Pub Elem 20 Riverside Unified
Immanuel Lutheran Private 20 Wisconsin Synod Grades K-8
Hawarden Hills Acad Private 20, 22 Private Grades K-8
Franklin Pub Elem 22, 27 Riverside Unified
Martin Luther King Pub High Sch 22, 27 Riverside Unified
Highgrove Pub Elem 25 Riverside Unified
Immanuel Baptist Private 25 Private Grades unknown
Woodcrest Christian Private 27 Private Grades K-12
Woodcrest Pub Elem 27 Riverside Unified
Bethel Christian Private 27 Private Grades K-12

JURUPA - Rubidoux, Pedley, Eastvale, "Corona Valley", Mira Loma, Glen Avon, etc.

Mira Loma Pub Middle Sch 21, 38 Jurupa Unified www.jusd.k12.ca.us
Van Buren Pub Elem 21, 38 Jurupa Unified
Mission Bell Pub Elem 21, 49 Jurupa Unified
West Riverside Pub Elem 29, 49 Jurupa Unified
Rubidoux Pub High 29 Jurupa Unified
Pacific Ave Pub Elem 29 Jurupa Unified
Jurupa Valley Pub High 29 Jurupa Unified
Sky Country Pub Elem 38 Jurupa Unified
Jurupa Pub Middle 38 Jurupa Unified
Arbuckle Pub Elem 49 Jurupa Unified ¼ mi from Mission Bl
Mission Pub Middle 49 Jurupa Unified
Rustic Lane Pub Elem 49 Jurupa Unified
Glen Avon Pub Elem 49 Jurupa Unified

Private school in Jurupa not served by RTA: Son Shine Christian Elem

MORENO VALLEY

Box Springs Pub Elem 16 Mo Vall Unified ww.mvusd.k12.ca.us
Ramona Pub Elem 16, 18A, 19, 20 Mo Vall Unified
Bayside Charter Pub Special 16, 18A, 19, 20 Mo Vall Unified
Edgemont Pub Elem 17 Mo Vall Unified
Moreno Valley Pub High Sch 17, 18A, 19 Mo Vall Unified
Sunnymead Pub Middle 17, 18 Mo Vall Unified
Sunnymead Pub Elem 17, 18 Mo Vall Unified
Bear Valley Pub Elem 17 Mo Vall Unified

Note:  These 9 Riverside Unified schools are not served by RTA:  Hyatt Elem, Earhart Mid, Taft Elem, Rivera Elem, 
Lake Mathews Elem, Kennedy Elem, Castle View Elem, Bryant Elem, Harrison Elem;

Note:  These 8 Alvord Unified schools are not served by RTA:  Promenade Elem (in Corona), McAuliffe Elem, Arizona 
Mid, Collett Elem, Myra Lynn Elem, Valleyview Elem, Arlanza Elem, Terrace Elem;

Note:  Known private schools in Riverside not served by RTA:  Advocate School, Queen of Angels.

Note:  These 12 Jurupa area schools are not served by RTA:  Barton Elem, Eastvale Elem, Harada Elem, Peralta 
Elem, Indian Hills Elem, Granite Hill Elem, River Heights Intermediate, Roosevelt High, Stone Ave Elem, Sunnyslope 
Elem, Troth St Elem, Nueva Vista Contin. High Sch.
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Moreno Christian Private 17 (realigned) Private
Valley View Pub High Sch 17, 35 Mo Vall Unified
Creekside Pub Elem 18, 19 Mo Vall Unified
Badger Springs Pub Middle 18 Mo Vall Unified
Armada Pub Elem 18, 19 Mo Vall Unified
Mary McL Bethune Pub Elem 18, 18A, 19, 20 Val Verde Unified www.valverde.edu
Victoriano Pub Elem 18, 18A, 19, 20 Val Verde Unified
Vista Verde Pub Middle 18, 18A, 19, 20, 41 Val Verde Unified
Vista del Lago Pub Hi-Special 18A, 20, 41 Mo Vall Unified
Chaparral Hills Pub Elem 18A, 19 Mo Vall Unified
Canyon Springs Pub High Sch 18A Mo Vall Unified
Vista Heights Pub Middle 18A Mo Vall Unified
Sugar Hill Pub Middle 18A Mo Vall Unified
March Mountain Pub Hi-Special 19 Mo Vall Unified
Red Maple Pub Elem 19 Val Verde Unified
Hendrick Ranch Pub Elem 20 Mo Vall Unified
Mo Vall Baptist Private 20, 35 Private Grades K-12
Moreno Christian Private 20, 35 Private Grades K-12
Rancho Verde Pub High Sch 41 Val Verde Unified
Mountain View Pub Middle 17 Mo Vall Unified Little over ¼ mi away

CORONA

Villegas Pub Middle 1 Alvord Unified alvord.k12.ca.us
Home Gardens Pub Elem 1 Corona Unified cnusd.k12.ca.us
St Edward Private 1 Private
Orange Grove Public High Sch 1 Corona Unified Formerly Buena Vista
Christian Heritage Private 1 Private Grades K-12
Corona Fundamental Pub-Intermedi- 

ate Special
3 Corona Unified K-8

Parkridge Sch for The Arts Pub – Special 3 Corona Unified Unknown
Montessori Private 3 Private Unknown

NORCO and nearby areas 

Kennedy Mid-College-High Pub Special 3 Corona-Norco Unified Grades 10 to 12

1 private school in Norco not served by RTA: Saint Mel. 

3 Private schools in Corona not served by RTA:  Corona Christian, Crossroads Christian, and Grace Lutheran Christian.

6 immediate Norco area schools not served by RTA: Norco High, Norco Interm, Highland Elem, Riverview Elem, Sierra 
Vista Elem, Norco Elem.

20 Corona Unified schools in the immediate Corona area not served either by RTA or other transit are:  Santiago High, 
Auburndale Interm, Raney Elem, Adams Elem, Anthony Elem, Barton Elem, Chavez Elem, Corona Ranch Elem, 
Eisenhower Elem, Foothill Elem, Franklin Elem, Garretson Elem, Lincoln Alternative Elem, McKinley Elem, Orange 
Elem, Prado View Elem, Temescal Valley Elem, Vicentia Elem, Washington Elem and Wilson Elem.

Note:  The following 14 Moreno Valley Unified schools are not served by RTA:  Hidden Springs Elem, Cloverdale Elem, 
Honey Hollow Elem, La Jolla Elem, Midland Elem, Moreno Elem, North Ridge Elem, Ridge Crest Elem, Seneca Elem, 
Serrano Elem, Sunnymeadows Elem, Landmark Middle, Palm Middle, Mountain View Middle.

Note:  The following 3 Vista Verde Unified schools in city of Moreno Valley are not served by RTA:  Rainbow Ridge 
Elem, El Potrero Elem, Lasselle Elem, 

6 Corona schools are served by "other transit":  Centennial High, Corona High, Citrus Hills Interm, El Cerrito Middle, 
Coronita Elem and Stallings Elem. 
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LAKE ELSINORE and nearby unincorporated areas

Railroad Canyon Pub Elem 7 Lake Elsinore Unified www.leusd.k12.ca.us
Elsinore Pub Elem 7 Lake Elsinore Unified
Ortega Continuation Pub High Sch 7 Lake Elsinore Unified In an industrial bldg
Lakeside Pub High Sch 8 Lake Elsinore Unified New for 2006
Butterfield Pub Elem 8 Lake Elsinore Unified
Wildomar Pub Elem 8 Lake Elsinore Unified

BEAUMONT – Cherry Valley -- www.beaumontusd.k12.ca.us

1 Private school not served by RTA but served by other local transit: Cherry Valley Brethren Elem.

CALIMESA (served by Calimesa – Yucaipa Joint School District and partially by Beaumont’s District)

(None served by RTA buses) www.ychusd.k12.ca.us

1 Calimesa area school is not served by RTA: Summer Wind Elem

2 Private schools not served by RTA:  Mesa Grande Private Elem, Mesa Grande Private High Sch, 

BANNING - Cabazon -- http://www.banning.k12.ca.us/

Perris Pub High Sch 19, 27, 30 Perris High Dist www.puhsd.org
Temple Christian Private 19, 27 Private Grades 1-12
Citrus Hill Pub High 22 Val Verde Unified www.valverde.edu
Mead Valley Pub Elem 22 Val Verde Unified
Glen View Pub Preschool 22 Val Verde Unified
Manuel Real Pub Elem 22 Val Verde Unified
Tomas Rivera Pub Middle 22 Val Verde Unified
Columbia Pub Elem 22, 41 Val Verde Unified
Enchanted Hills Pub Elem 22, 30 Perris Elem Dist perris.k12.ca.us
Perris Pub Elem 22 Perris Elem Dist
St James Private Elem 22, 30 Private
Park Avenue Pub Elem 27, 30 Perris Elem Dist
“A” Street Pub Elem 27, 30 Perris Elem Dist
Romoland Pub Elem 27 Romoland Dist romoland.k12.ca.us
Harvest Valley Pub Elem 27 Romoland Dist ¼ mile off Sta Rt 74
Heritage Pub High Sch 27 Perris High Dist Under Construction
Perris Lake Pub Special 30 Perris Elem Dist Continuation High
Palms Pub Elem 30 Perris Elem Dist

PERRIS – “Greater Perris”.  Includes Mead Valley, Meadowbrook, Good Hope, Gavilan Hills, Nuevo, Lakeview, 

17 Perris area schools Not served by RTA:   

9 Lake Elsinore area schools not served by RTA (also see Wildomar lists):  Cottonwood Canyon Elem, Luiseno Elem (in 
Temescal Canyon), Machado Elem, Rice Canyon Elem, Tuscany Hills Elem, Withrow Elem, Canyon Lake Middle, 
Elsinore Middle, Terra Cotta Middle.

No schools served by RTA.  12 schools served by other transit:  Beaumont High, Glen View High, Mountain View 
Middle, San Andreas Opportunity Special Mid, San Gorgonio Middle, Brookside Elem, Chavez Elem, Laura Stewart 
Special, Palm Elem, Sundance Elem, Three Rings Ranch Elem, Wellwood Ctr Special Elem.

No schools served by RTA.  10 schools served by other transit:  Banning High, New Horizons High, Nicolet Middle, 
Coombs Interm, Cabazon Elem, Central Elem, Hemmerling Elem, Hoffer Elem, Calvary Christian (Private, K-12) and 
Precious Blood (Private, grades unknown)
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SAN JACINTO

San Jacinto Pub Elem 32, 74 San Jac Unified sanjacinto.k12.ca.us
San Jacinto Pub High Sch 31, 32, 74 San Jac Unified
Mountain View Pub High Sch 31, 32, 74 San Jac Unified Continuation high
Record Pub Elem 31, 32, 74 San Jac Unified
St Hyacinth Acad Private 32, 42 Private Grades unknown
Hyatt Pub Elem 42, 74 San Jac Unified
Monte Vista Pub Middle 74 San Jac Unified

4 San Jacinto schools are not served by RTA: Estudillo Elem, North Mtn Middle, Park Hill Elem, De Anza Elem

SUN CITY – MENIFEE – Quail Valley and Canyon Lake but not Winchester

Bell Mountain Pub Middle 40 Menifee Uni Dist menifeeusd.k12.ca.us
Kirkpatrick Pub Elem 40, 74 Menifee Uni Dist
Morrison Pub Elem 40, 74 Menifee Uni Dist

WILDOMAR

Hayman Pub Elem 8 Lk Elsinore Unif
Mayhall Pub Elem 8 Lk Elsinore Unif
Wildomar Pub Elem 8 Lk Elsinore Unif

2 Wildomar schools Not served by RTA:  Graham Elem, Reagan Elem.

2 private schools not served:  Bundy Canyon Christian, Cornerstone Christian High.

HEMET and Winchester, Hemet East, Valle Vista and nearby areas

Valle Vista Christian Private 27 Private Grades unknown
Acacia Pub Middle 27, 32, 33 Hemet Unified hemetusd.k12.ca.us
Hemet Pub Elem 27, 31, 32 Hemet Unified
Wiens Pub Elem 32, 33, 74 Hemet Unified Special school?
Whittier Pub Elem 31, 32 Hemet Unified
Santa Fe Pub Middle 32, 33, 74 Hemet Unified
Baptist Christian Private 32, 33 Private Grades 1-12
Hemet Christian Private 32, 33 Private Grades unknown
Fruitvale Pub Elem 33 Hemet Unified
West Valley Pub High 74, 79 Hemet Unified
Harmony Elem 74, 79 Hemet Unified ¼ mi from route
Winchester Pub Elem 79 Hemet Unified

** Val Verde Unified Dist : Avalon Elem, Sierra Vista Elem, Val Verde Elem, Lakeside Middle, Val Verde High, Triple 
Crown Elem.
** Nuview Elem Dist:  (Lakeview-Nuevo) Mtn Shadows Middle, Early College High, Nuview Elem, Valley View Elem.

6 Menifee & Sun City schools Not served by RTA:  Paloma Valley High Sch (Perris Highs Dist), Evans Ranch Elem, 
Freedom Crest Elem, Menifee Elem, Menifee Valley Middle, Ridgemoor Elem and Boulder Ridge Elem of the Romoland 
Dist.

** Perris Elem Dist:   The Academy Special, Pinacate Middle, Calif Military Institute (Special), Nan Sanders Elem, Good 
Hope Elem, Railway Elem, Skyview Elem 
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MURRIETA and West French Valley

Tovashal Pub Elem 23 Murrieta Unified murrieta.k12.ca.us
Shivela Pub Middle 23 Murrieta Unified
Murrieta Pub Elem 23 Murrieta Unified
Murrieta Valley Pub High Sch 23 Murrieta Unified
Creekside High Pub High Sch 23 Murrieta Unified Special
Tenaja Canyon Pub Academy 23 Murrieta Unified Special
Thompson Pub Middle 23 Murrieta Unified
Alta Murrieta Pub Elem 23 Murrieta Unified
Warm Springs Pub Middle 23 Murrieta Unified

TEMECULA, East French Valley and nearby areas 

Chaparral Pub High 23, 79 Temecula Unified www.tvusd.k12.ca.us
Kid’s World Private 23 Private Grades unknown
Temecula Pub Elem 24 Temecula Unified
Margarita Pub Middle 24 Temecula Unified
Temecula Valley Pub High Sch 24 Temecula Unified
Temec Vall Independ Pub Special 24 Temecula Unified
Rancho Santa Rosa Pub Special 24 Temecula Unified
Rancho Vista Pub High Sch 24 Temecula Unified
Vintage Hills Pub Elem 24 Temecula Unified
Temecula Valley Pub Middle 24 Temecula Unified
Linfield Schools Private 24 Private Grades 1 - 12
Paloma Pub Elem 24 Temecula Unified
Redhawk Elem 24 Temecula Unified
Vail Ranch Middle 24 Temecula Unified

1 Private school not served:  Hillcrest Private

End

13 Murrieta District schools not served by RTA:  Oak Meadows Elem (Menifee Dist), Antelope Hills Elem, Avaxat Elem, 
Buchanan Elem, Cole Canyon Elem, Curran Elem, Monta Vista Elem, Rail Ranch Elem, Vista Murrieta High, McElhinny 
Middle, Mails Elem, Sykes Elem, Murrieta Mesa High.

21 Temecula District schools not served by RTA:  Barrett Elem, Day Middle, Vail Elem, Temecula Valley Charter and 
Preperatory Sch, La Vorgna Elem, Alamos Elem, Bella Vista Middle, Nicholas Valley Elem, Rancho Elem, Sparkman 
Elem, Crowne Hill Elem, Reinke Elem, Gardner Middle, Pauba Valley Elem, Helen Hunt Jackson Elem, Great Oak High, 
Tobin Elem, Luiseno Elem, Roripaugh Ranch Elem

17 Hemet District schools Not served by RTA:  Valle Vista Elem, Idyllwild Elem, Bautista Creek Elem, Cawston Elem, 
Cottonwood Elem, Hamilton Elem, Little Lake Elem, McSweeny Elem, Ramona Elem, Dartmouth Middle, Diamond 
Valley Middle, Hamilton Middle, Hamilton High, Hemet High, Tahquitz High, Alessandro Alternative High, Helen Hunt 
Jackson Special.  Many of these schools are located in outlying communities such as Anza, Aguanga and Idyllwild.
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